
Zechariah 11.26/27.22

Luke 1:13-17 NLT

But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. 
Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to name him 
John. 14 You will have great joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his 
birth, 15 for he will be great in the eyes of the Lord. He must never touch 
wine or other alcoholic drinks. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even 
before his birth. 16 And he will turn many Israelites to the Lord their 
God.17 He will be a man with the spirit and power of Elijah. He will prepare 
the people for the coming of the Lord. He will turn the hearts of the 
fathers to their children, and he will cause those who are rebellious to 
accept the wisdom of the godly.”

18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure this will happen? I’m an 
old man now, and my wife is also well along in years.” 19 Then the angel 
said, “I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of God. It was he who sent 
me to bring you this good news! 20 But now, since you didn’t believe what I 
said, you will be silent and unable to speak until the child is born. For my 
words will certainly be fulfilled at the proper time. 

21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah to come out of the 
sanctuary, wondering why he was taking so long. 22 When he finally did 
come out, he couldn’t speak to them. Then they realized from his gestures 
and his silence that he must have seen a vision in the sanctuary. 23 When 
Zechariah’s week of service in the Temple was over, he returned home. 24

Soon afterward his wife, Elizabeth, became pregnant and went into 
seclusion for five months. 25“How kind the Lord is!” she exclaimed. “He 
has taken away my disgrace of having no children.”
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Zechariah
Video link: https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/content/details/224574

Lesson by Rev. Jason J Nelson & Rev. Mark Sorenson

1. Describe a recent surprise that left you speechless. When was the last 
time you were surprised by God? 

2. Compare and contrast Zechariah’s context and our context today. In 
what ways are our lives similar and different? 

3. How do you envision the Good News impacting our culture today?                       
What barriers may this Good News break down within our society? 

4. Even though Zechariah experienced a miracle, why do you believe he 
defaulted to doubt? 

5. What miracles have you experienced or seen? In spite of this miracle, 
have you experienced doubt? Explain. 

6. The angel clearly described John’s mission and calling. In what ways 
might this mission be similar to your own calling? How might John’s 
ministry be played out in your life? 

7. In a world that is seemingly chaotic, and in light of Free Will, how do 
you make sense of God’s sovereignty? How have you seen the 
sovereignty of God in action? 

8. What really makes this “the most wonderful time of the year?” 
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