
It’s all Relative: Noah 3.4/5.23
Genesis 9:20-25 NLT
After the flood, Noah began to cultivate the ground, and he planted a 
vineyard. 21 One day he drank some wine he had made, and he became drunk 
and lay naked inside his tent. 22 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw that his father 
was naked and went outside and told his brothers. 23 Then Shem and Japheth 
took a robe, held it over their shoulders, and backed into the tent to cover their 
father. As they did this, they looked the other way so they would not see him 
naked.  24 When Noah woke up from his stupor, he learned what Ham, his 
youngest son, had done. 25 Then he cursed Canaan, the son of Ham:
“May Canaan be cursed! May he be the lowest of servants to his relatives.”

James 3:3-6
We can make a large horse go wherever we want by means of a small bit in its 
mouth. 4 And a small rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot chooses 
to go, even though the winds are strong. 5 In the same way, the tongue is a small 
thing that makes grand speeches.
But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. 6 And among all the parts of the 
body, the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole world of wickedness, corrupting 
your entire body. It can set your whole life on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself.

Ephesians 4:29, 32
Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, 
so that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them.
32 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as 
God through Christ has forgiven you.

Read Genesis 9:18-27. What is your gut reaction to this passage? What part do 
you find hard to process?

Talk about a time when you have experienced gossip? Think about the affect this 
had on your relationships?

Read James 3:1-12. What image impresses you the most? Why?

What is easier: to speak praises or curses to someone? Look at those last 2 verses 
and talk about the root of your responses?

Read Ephesians 4:20-5:2. Where does our strength come from to live this life?

Think about one way you can speak encouragement to others this week?
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